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Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application; 

Listing of Claims: 

1-15 (Canceled) 

16. (Currently amended) A medium- or large-diameter single-cylinder circular 
Imitting machine, comprising a needle cylinder that has a vertical axis and a smlcer ring 
that is connected coaxially to said needle cylinder proximate to tiie uppCT end of the 
needle cylinder, said sinlcer ring having a plurality of radial slots, each of which 
accommodates at least one sinker, wherein said sinker ring is arranged inside the radial 
dimensions of said needle cylinder^ said sinkers having a beak that is directed toward 
the axis of the needle cylinder, and wherein said radial slots hav e a bottom on which tha 
Ciiri:^sponding sinker rests, said bottom beinpr arran ^ d on a plane that is suhgteJitiallY 
neroendic ular to the axis of the sinker ring . 

17. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 16, wherein each one 
of said sinkers has, along its extension, at least one actuation heel that protrudes 
upwardly ftom the corresponding radial slot and is engageable with sinker actuation 
cams that are connected to a sinker cap facing in an upward region said sinker ring, said 
needle cylinder and said sinker ring being aptuatable, jointly, with a rotaty motion about 
their own axis with respect to said sinker cap. 

18. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 17, wherein said 
sinker actuation cams have a shape adapted to produce a movement of the sinkers 
toward and away from the axis of the sinker ring as a consequence of the rotation of 
said sinker ring with respect to said actuation cams. 

19. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 17, wherein said 
sinker cap is fixed to a goblet-like element, which is arranged internally and coaxially 
to said needle cylinder, 

20. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 19, wherein said 
sinker cap is provided as a peripheral rim of said goblet-like element, with an upper face 
that is shaped like a conical surface that widens upwardly. 
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21. (Canceled) 

22. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 21, wherein said 
bottom of the radial dots of the sinker ring is recessed with respect to the i:ii>per end of 
the needle cylinder. 

23. (Previously presented) The madhine according to claim 22, wherein a radial 
slot is formed in the upper end of the needle cylinder, between two contiguous axial 
slots that accommodate respective needles, is aligned with a cotiespondlng radial slot of 
the sinker ring, and slidmgly accommodates a portion of a corresponding sinker. 

24. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 23, wherein the 
bottom of the radial slots formed in the needle cylinder is arranged at a higher level than 
the bottom of the radial slots of the sinker ring, the lower side of said sinkers being 
step-shaped, with two sinker resting swacea. respectively a lower resting surface, 
which engages the bottom of the radial slot formed in said sinker ring, and an upper 
resting surface, which engages the bottom of the radial slot formed in the upper end of 
the needle cylinder, 

25. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 24, wherein said 
sinker has a first portion that is delimited in a downward region by said lower resting 
surfece and is provided in an upward region with said actuation heel, and a second 
portion that is delimited in a downward region by said upper resting smfece and is 
provided in an upward region with said beak, a shoulder bebig provided on said first 
portion, being arranged opposite said heel, and being engageable with said sinker 
actuation cams. 

26. (Previously presented) The machine according to claim 25, wherem said 
sinker actuation cams comprise an annular cam, which is arranged coaxially to said 
sinker ring and has a profile with portions in which at least one part protrudes toward, 
and at least one part retracts from, the axis of the sinker ring, said annular cam «ngag<ng 
said sinkers between said sinker heel and said shoulder. 

27. (Currently amended) A sinker for a medium- or large-diameter circular 
knitting machine, comprising a laminar body provided with a beak proximate to a first 
one of its ends, wherein said beak is directed toward the second, opposite end of the 
laininar body, said lamkar body having an uoner a ide orovided vrith a sinker f,t^i»ti^ r^ 
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heel, said b^^ protrndipfi on said upper side and being diretYt e d toward said actuation 
h sel, wherein the lower side of said lam m ar body that Ues oonosite with insp ect Hib 
U BPer side provided with said actuation he e l has a step-1il;e profile, with two sinVer 
resting surfaces that are substantially fl at and nafallel to each nthfti-. respectively a lower 
resting surface ^d an upper resting suri^e that is tmaned upwardlv from Uw^ 
resting surface . 

28-29. (Canceled) 

30. (Previously presented) The sinker according to claim 29, wherein said 
laminar body has a first portion, which is delimited in a downward region by said lower 
resting surface and is proyided in an upward region with said heel, and a second 
portion, which is delimited in a downward region by said upper resting surface and is 
provided with said beak, a shoulder being provided on said first portion and being 
arranged opposite said actuation iieel. 
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